Draft Speech for the Gdynia Conference

THE ROLE OF MEDIA IN SUPPORTING SELF-DETERMINATION FOR EUROPEAN STATELESS NATIONS

OPENING OF CONFERENCE

Good morning

dzień dobry <DZEN DOBRE>
Unfortunately, I do not speak Kashubian nor Silesian but I have to say that I'm honored to be with our Kashubian friends for the first time. Thank you for inviting EFA to co-organise this event and welcome in EFA to Kaszëbskô Jednota.

In the last 16 years that I worked for EFA, I saw the party evolving from a loose alliance with 28 members to a relevant European political party with 46 member parties. Today our European Free Alliance has 14 parties in government and we try to make a difference.

What is important for the media to understand about EFA is that our core business is self-determination. In our Political party you could say:

*1/3 of our members translate self-determination into seeking recognition as a minority, securing rights as a minority, enhancing the position of your community. 

*1/3 translates this as actively seeking more autonomy for the region, decentralisation, seeking other than cultural or linguistic autonomy also more competences on socio-economic, fiscal, environmental,... and other policy fields.

*1/3 translates that to forming an own state, seeking independence.

For our voice to be heard our partners and the media need to understand this clearly and see that through democratic and transparent processes our different clusters of parties seek different things with the aim to improve the reality for their community.

Let me just outline some challenges for us seeking to promote self-determination through the media.

First of all it is really hard, has always been very hard, to be heard in the traditional media since they are the voice of the establishment. Second its hard to describe EFA. We are progressive, civic, democratic nationalists, regionalists, autonomists. For most journalist this is already too complicated. Being progressive nationalist clashes with the stereotype that underlining identity and the concept of nation belongs to extreme right violent nationalism. We are inclusive nationalists who are open to the world. Thirdly our parties very often come from positions where there was very little hope. Which is often a reason for the media not to report on us or to portay us in a negative way. That was often a reason for the press to neglect or even fight them in their reports. Plaid Cymru celebrated last week the election of their first MP Gwynfor Evans in Westminster in 1966. This was an inspiration to the SNP who one year later also sent their first MP Winny Ewing to Westminster. Today we may have forgotten that SNP was considered an insignificant party with ludicrous, unrealistic proposals. Today SNP for the 3th mandate period in a row is in government and soon Scotland will be an independent state.
I am very happy that we can join forces here today to learn how to better cope with all the challenges for our stateless nations in our efforts of been seen and heard. It has always been our role as EFA to be the voice of the voiceless, our MEP's always stated the following message of solidarity: "i will also be your MEP". You will hear now a message from one of our MEP's who unfortunately could not make it here, but his message to you is "you are not alone.
INTERVENTION IN SESSION 1
Dear guests,

Although I work for EFA, I am not an expert in the framework convention nor on media but I'll try to make some introductory remarks and I'll put some questions to the specialists speakers who speak later on.
To reflect on media access, freedom of speech, freedom of media, linguistic justice and media is an important debate within a democracy. To have media access, freedom of speech, freedom of media, linguistic justice and media certainly for vulnerable groups like minorities IS ESSENTIAL to democracy. A former president of EFA once said: "you can measure the quality of your democracy by evaluating the right your society gives to minorities.

Unfortunately here in Poland it is not only hard for minorities and for minority media to survive, in fact under the new government everyone not agreeing with the government is minoritized and even criminalised. The latest example we could see with the NATO summit last week in Warsaw. Obama made a critical remark on the Polish public TV and this was turned into a sort of hailing Poland as one of the best democracies in the world.

Obama said he'd “expressed to President Duda our concerns over certain actions and the impasse around the Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal.”
But what the audience in Poland were served was: “Poland is and will be an example of democracy for the whole world.”
Unfortunately there are many other example in other member states of the EU. We could speak about the Murdock press and their role towards Brexit. Or give other examples.

Dear friends,

The European Union is not doing well at all. Since Juncker took office as President of the EC end 2014, there is no longer a commissioner on languages. Subsidiarity seems banned from the official EU speeches and the key word, certainly after the Brexit, seems re-empowering the member states, meaning the capitals of Europe.

We criticize the EU also for it's "incompetence" when it come to minority rights, linguistic justice,... Every single parliamentary question we put to the EC is answered very politely and positively underlining the values of linguistic diversity... BUT stating that they are not competent in this field and that the Member states are.

Is the EU going to save us? NO. But we have to try and save the European project by pushing for Another Europe: A Europe of regions, stateless nations and peoples.

There is the Framework convention for the protection of National minorities and the chapter of Regional and minority languages. The founding fathers of this texts are EFA people (Willy Kuypers, Nelly Maes, François Alfonsi,...) and from the first EP mandate in 1979 our elected members fought with reasonable succes to get to some linguistic justice in Europe.  The framework was unanimously adopted but not ratified by several member states. But even if all members states would have ratified it, the EU turns a blind eye when the states ignore these fundamental rights.  There is a lot of talking but not a lot of real sound basis to enforce all those rights. How can the European union accept this? It is the same logic as the bigger nation states have: linguistic rights are nice for tribes in Amazonia but not close to home.

There is the commercial pressure on the classical media, even more on minority media which caused a lot of downsizing: Sardinian public tv, Omrop Fryslan, closure of Valencian tv,...

EFA tries to tackle this by hearings, parliamentary questions and i also mention a EC consultation that closes today on freedom of media and the quality of democracy preparing a conference in November on this topic. The consultation aims for (and i quote)

 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/fundamental-rights/opinion/160519_en.htm
"The freedom of media and a plurality of voices in society and in the media are indispensable preconditions and essential safeguards of well-functioning democracy. Freedom and pluralism of the media are enshrined in Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental rights, and are at the core of the basic democratic values on which the Union is founded. " 

Well ladies and gentlemen,

If the EU wants to regain credibility and enhance democracy then it should soon start with really enforcing rights that everybody agrees upon as being basic ground rights. As long as the EU walks like a child holding hand of the capitals of the member states, we will further sink into status quo.

Thank you very much

Dziękuję Ci bardzo <DZINKUJE ZI BARDZO>
Günther Dauwen

Director of EFA

